HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
encamped opposite to its fort as requested by the qil'adar
Mu'tabir Khan Tahir, who agreed to render assistance at the
time of the fight with the enemy. Since the allies were aware of
his treachery and that of his father on pre\ious occasions they
were very vigilant and cautious. The enemy also arrived and
encamped at a distance of two kitroh from the fort. After 9
o'clock in the night, the qilhdar, in keeping with his hereditary
faithlessness, began to cannonade the forces of the sarkar. But
the latter were vigilant, immediately understood (he treachery,
and attacked the fort. The English soldiers cannonaded to
such an extent, that the enemy was punished, and if only the
opportunity had helped them they would have advanced forward
with success and subjugated the fort. But suddenly the d;iy
dawned and the army of Husayn Dost Khan appeared. The
brave soldiers of the sarkar, in spite of (heir fatigue due to
wakefulness throughout the night, fought against the fresh
enemy with brilliant courage. They kept the field brisk with
fighting till 9 o'clock in the morning, defeated the French, and
pushed back Husayn Dost Khan towards the fort. In that
general commotion and in the uproar of holding the running
enemy, the French fled from the uiaydan, and according to their
deceitful ways, secretly hid themselves in the declivities of the
ditch and began to fire. Besides the noise of the French firing,
there was the roaring of the cannon from the fort. One of
the cannon-balls from the tower of the fort fell on the neck of
the horse of the commander, i.e. Shukohn'1-Mulk Bahadur, and
it was killed. But the courageous and strong Bahadur got upon
another horse, and did not slacken rein, till the flying
enemy took refuge into the fort, when he thought it an useless
endeavour to assault the fort wall. So, in his attempt to drag
The Memoranda by Give on the battle tell us that the native troops
behaved extremely well and actually reproached the Europeans for their
want of sjwrit, (See Orme Collection in the India Office by S. C Hill—-Orme
Mss, India, II-6).
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